
By Senior Airman 
Sarah Gregory 

31st Fighter Wing 
Public Affairs

Eleven contestants sang 
their hearts out to a 

full house at the base theater 
Saturday night for a chance 
to be the next Aviano Idol. 

With her rendition of “Do 
Right Woman” by Aretha 
Franklin, Senior Airman 
Elizabeth Milliken won $350 
and a chance to represent 
Aviano at the U.S. Air Forces 
in Europe Idol competition at 
Ramstein Air Base, Germa-
ny, in April. Airman Milliken 
is a munitions accountabil-
ity technician with the 31st 
Maintenance Squadron. 

Airman Milliken, who 
placed second in last year’s 
Aviano Idol competition, had 
been preparing for the event 
by practicing and drinking 
tea. “When I heard I won, I 
was really surprised and so 
happy I cried,” she said. 

More than 200 people 
cheered on the idols who per-
formed songs in every genre 
from country to alternative 
rock.

“The feedback from the 
community has been tremen-
dous. Everyone seems to have 

Senior Airman Elizabeth Milliken, 31st Mainte-
nance Squadron, performs during the Aviano Idol 
competition at the base theater Saturday. Airman 
Milliken will represent Aviano in the United States 
Air Forces Europe Idol finals in April at Ramstein 
AB, Germany. 
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Results 

Hard work and 
training paid off for 
Aviano when evalu-
ators awarded one of 
the highest possible 
rating for last week’s 
exercise.  

- Pages 10-11

Mirror image

Identical twins 
share more than 
just an assingment 
at Aviano – they 
have a special bond 
that keeps them 
close. 

 - Page 8

Fly Bys

31st FW Sortie Board

31st FW goal 
  Hours     Sorties
1109.5

sortie: n, a flight of a combat aircraft on a mission

16.2 5
857

Information current as of Thursday.

Inventory closure
The Individual Equip-

ment Element will be closed 
Monday through March 10 
due to a semi-annual inven-
tory. During the inventory 
only customers for back or-
der pick-up and emergency 
issue requests will be ser-
viced. For more informa-
tion, call Tech. Sgt. Jason 
Uncapher at Ext. 5708.

Telecom services
Under its new restruc-

turing program, Telecom 
Italia no longer offers on-
base technical assistance 
at the Military Person-
nel Flight in Bldg. 1403. 
Anyone with Telecom is-
sues who needs to sign up 
for service should visit the 
housing office in the Grey 
Mall.  Call Ext. 7418 for 
more information.  

Yard sale
The Aviano Thrift Shop 

is hosting a base-wide yard 
sale from 8 a.m. to noon 
March 11 in the Aviano 
High School multi-purpose 
room. People who want to 
sell their items can rent a 
table for the yard sale. To 
rent a table or for more in-
formation, call Ext. 5428.
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See Music, Page 7

Address child care needs online at https://avo-intranet/Survey/cdcsurvey.aspx, located on the Aviano web page.Child care survey:

Belting it out: Idol craze hits Aviano 

really enjoyed it,” said Jeffrey 
Davis, 31st Services Squadron 
community center assistant 
director. “People keep asking 
when we will have the next 
Aviano Idol contest.”

Planning for the singing 
competition began in Decem-
ber and, using the experiences 
gained from last year’s event, 
the coordinators decided to 
host the event in the new base 
theater rather than the com-
munity center.

“We moved the venue 
to allow a larger audience to 
enjoy the contest and for the 
better acoustics,” explained 
Mr. Davis. 

“We also improved the 
application process and the 
timeliness of contestant’s song 
submission to the USAFE 
band. The contestants also 
had the option of choosing a 
song from a karaoke list or
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From the top: A word from those who lead

Building blocks
Women’s History Month recognizes the 
spirit of possibility created by the past

By 1st Lt Nicole Dubnicay
31st Fighter Wing Public Affairs

My goal in life as an elementary 
school kid was to beat my grand-

mother at arm wrestling. I never did. 
I was given the opportunity to try every 

day because when I was three, my grand-
parents packed up their home in Tarentun, 
Penn., to join us in Florida.

We had to homestead there at Patrick 
Air Force Base because my father, a now-re-
tired master sergeant, had a specialized job 
that allowed him to spend more than half 
his career there.

My parents couldn’t have been happier 
about my grandparent’s move. They had 
family close by and built-in babysitters who 
were trustworthy, loving and experienced. 
I was dropped off Monday through Friday, 
sometimes still in my pajamas, until my 
parents came home from work. 

My grandmother and I spent the major-
ity of our time together. She was a fasci-
nating woman – poised and independent 
beyond her year, and far ahead of her time. 

Gram married at 30, much later than the 
other ladies of her generation, and she didn’t 
have my uncle and mother until she was 31 
and 35 respectively. Before she married, she 
worked at the 218 Bar on the main street of 
a small Pennsylvania town booming with 
steel workers and employees of the Pitts-
burgh Plate Glass Company, my grandfa-
ther included. 

She’d lug kegs of beer up from the base-
ment to the bar, wait and bus tables and 
barkeep for hours until the early morning. 
The majority of her stories centered around 
how much she loved that place. My grand-
mother was a hardworking woman, and I 
often wondered how she kept it all up with 
her 5’3” frame. 

She had always been independent. 
When her brothers shipped off for WWII 
she gladly stayed back to run the bar. She 
married my grandfather, a WWII  aircraft 
maintenance technician, after he returned 
from the war.

Though my grandparents claimed to 
have moved to Florida to “get away from 
the cold,” like many of the northerners retir-

ing into the sunshine, the real underlying 
reason was to be close to us. 

Gram’d walk me to the elementary school 
gate, a good 300 yards from the building, 
and let me make the trek up to the class-
room by myself. At the end of each day 
she’d meet me at the gate to walk me back 
home. 

We’d talk about what I wanted to be 
when I grew up and, even when that varied 
from astronaut to veterinarian, she never 
questioned or second-guessed my abilities or 
goals. Stressing the importance of educa-
tion, my grandmother always took the time 
to explain things. She made sure I did my 
homework and I always had to do my multi-
plication tables. 

Gram emphasized strength, skills, inde-
pendence and, that no matter what, trying 
and failing was always better than not try-
ing at all. Physically, mentally and emo-
tionally, she’s one of the strongest women I 
know.

She taught me that dreaming big will 
only make me work harder for what I want 
and that nothing in life comes easy. She 
emphasized that hard work can be fun if 
it’s for the right cause and that nothing 
was beyond my reach if I put my mind and 
dedication to it.

This year’s Women’s History Month cel-
ebrates women as builders of communities 
and dreams. It honors the spirit of possibil-
ity and hope set in motion by generations of 
women in their creation of communities and 
their encouragement of dreams.

Though this month celebrates the history 
of women, the “builders of communities and 
dreams” theme applies to all the women 
near and dear to our hearts.

My grandmother, Lena Rapsinski, isn’t 
a famous woman in history, however she is 
one of the most important in mine. She’s the 
woman I think most fondly of when I think 
about my hopes, dreams, who I am today 
and who I will be in years to come. 

She set a precedent for the strength and 
independence within my family, and those 
lessons will be passed down to future genera-
tions, including the children I’ll have one 
day. I can’t wait to arm-wrestle my grand-
children. 

Did you know ... On this week in 1922, the 19th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution was finally ratified, granting all American women the right to vote. 



By Staff Sgt. Matthew Rosine
Air Force Print News

SAN ANTONIO (AFPN) – The Air 
Force has implemented new cell 

phone restrictions for drivers. 
Drivers are not allowed to talk on 

their cell phones while driving on Air 
Force installations without a hands-free 
device. This policy is part of the Depart-
ment of Defense’s Joint Traffic Guid-
ance.

This policy applies to Aviano mem-
bers on and off the installation.  

The restriction also applies to all 
government-owned vehicles at all times. 
No GOV drivers are permitted to talk 
on a cell phone while driving without a 
hands-free device on or off base. 

“This is really a cooperative effort for 
everyone from the base populace to the 
base leaders,” said Master Sgt. Gloria 
Ornelas, the superintendent of law en-
forcement for Air Force Security Forces. 
“I think it is long overdue. The DOD 
recognized that, and we are now in line 
with what some states and municipali-
ties are doing to create a safer environ-
ment for drivers.” 

The DOD joint traffic guidance, 
known as Air Force Instruction 31-
201 (I), is what restricts the use of cell 
phones while driving. This guidance 

also allows the Air Force to use portable 
breath screening devices as long as they 
conform to National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration standards. 

The Defense Department’s joint traf-
fic document states: 

“Vehicle operators on a DOD instal-
lation and operators of government-
owned vehicles shall not use cell phones 
unless the vehicle is safely parked or un-
less they are using a hands-free device. 

“The wearing of any other portable 
headphones, earphones or other listen-
ing devices (except for hands-free cel-
lular phones) while operating a motor 
vehicle is prohibited. Use of those de-
vices impairs driving and masks or pre-
vents recognition of emergency signals, 

alarms, announcements, the approach 
of vehicles and human speech. DOD 
component safety guidance should note 
the potential for driver distractions 
such as eating and drinking, operating 
radios, CD players, global positioning 
equipment, etc. Whenever possible this 
should only be done when the vehicle is 
safely parked.” 

Using a cell phone while driving 
without a hands-free device will be con-
sidered a “primary offense.” This means 
violators will be able to be stopped sole-
ly for this offense. 

Drivers who violate this cell phone 
driving restriction will be given three 
assessment points against their driving 
records or an appropriate fine. Drivers 
should be aware that if two or more vio-
lations are committed, even on a single 
occasion, a ticket may be given to the 
driver for each violation. 

“It was recognized at the DOD level 
that we needed some changes,” Sergeant 
Ornelas emphasized. “The winner here is 
the base populace. They will have more 
mobility while driving, a greater range 
of view – in short, a safer driving envi-
ronment for all.” 

Aviano violators will receive a DD 
Form 1408 traffic ticket and three traf-
fic points. For more information, call 
Ext. 4857.
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The 31st Logistics Readiness Squadron vehicle maintenance unit is closed from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. today and Monday.Closed:

Air Force restricts cell phone usage

Aviano celebrates Women’s History Month
By Senior Airman Colleen Wronek

31st Fighter Wing Public Affairs

March is Women’s History Month and Aviano has 
several events lined up that people can look for-

ward to.
Events include a book reading for preschoolers from 

10:30 to 11:30 a.m. March 14 at the base library; a trip to 
Bibione Spa from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.  March 18; and a closing 
luncheon at 11 a.m. March 29 in the La Bella Vista Club. 

“People who attend these events can expect to learn 
more about women’s history and to honor those women 
who have done so much,” said Staff Sgt. Lacey Johnson, 
Women’s History Month chairman. “Everyone should 
come to these events and learn what they can. It allows 
people to come together and learn something they didn’t 
know before.”  

The spa trip is through Information Tickets and Trav-
el and costs €21 for a minimum of 30 people or €17 for a 
minimum of 40 people. For special treatments, people need 
to contact the spa in advance. For spa information, or for 
more Women’s History Month information, e-mail Ser-
geant Johnson at lacey.johnson@aviano.af.mil. To sign up 
for the spa trip, visit http://www.31svs-aviano.com/. 

Women in the Air Force

• Esther Blake was the first woman in the Air Force. She en-
listed the first minute of the first hour of the first day regular 
Air Force duty was authorized for women on July 8, 1948. 
She remained active with the Air Force until 1954. 
• The Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps was created in May 
1942 and became the Women’s Army Corps in the spring of 
1943. Many women were assigned clerical and administra-
tive duties, while others worked as topographers, medical 
specialists, chemists and aircraft mechanics.
• On May 18, 1953, Col. Jacqueline Cochran was the first 
woman to break the sound barrier. She flew a Canadian F-86 
Sabre jet at an average speed of 652.337 mph at Rogers Dry 
Lake, Calif. At the time of her death, she held more speed, 
altitude and distance records than any other male or female 
pilot in aviation history.
• On Jan. 13, 1993, Col. Susan Helms became the first U.S. 
military woman in space.

For more Air Force women history, visit www.af.mil\
history.
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Tickets available 
for USAFE annual 
awards banquet 

Tickets for the U.S. Air 
Forces in Europe Annu-

al Awards Banquet are avail-
able for purchase. 

The USAFE Annual Awards 
Banquet is at 6 p.m.  March 24 
at the Ramstein Air Base Of-
ficers’ Club. Ticket prices are 
$27 for club members and $30 
for non-members. Ticket prices 
for the vegetarian option are 
$21.50 for club members and 
$24.50 for non-members. 

The USAFE Annual 
Awards Banquet honors the 
command’s outstanding Air-
men and civilians competing in 
the categories of Airmen, NCO, 
Senior NCO, Company Grade 
Officer, First Sergeant, and 
Civilian – Categories I and II. 
USAFE leaders will announce 
the winners from each category 
during the event. 

The deadline for ticket pur-
chase is March 16 and can be 
purchased from the wing com-
mand chief master sergeant or 
organization first sergeants. 
Both civilians and military 
members of all ranks are wel-
come to attend. 

Courtesy 31st Medical Group

Reservists who are activated for 
more than 30 consecutive days 

can enroll in TRICARE Prime, and re-
ceive pre-authorized routine medical 
care or urgent and emergency care from 
a civilian provider at no cost.  

As part of Aviano inprocessing, re-
servists need to report to the Military 
Personnel Flight with a copy of their 
orders and update their status in the 
Defense Enrollment Eligibility report-
ing System first.  After that, they need 
to report to their TRICARE Service 
Center at the clinic and enroll in TRI-
CARE Prime.

Should Reserve members fail to 
follow these steps, DEERS will al-
ways reflect their status as “inactive” 
and civilian providers will be autho-
rized to seek payment for their ser-
vices from the beneficiary instead of 

Active duty Reservists eligible for TRICARE

from the Department of Defense.
Reservists activated for less than 30 

consecutive days are only authorized 
to receive care at a military treatment 
facility.  Care provided by a civilian 
provider is the beneficiary’s responsi-
bility, unless the care was rendered for 
an injury on the job and a line-of-duty 
can be established.

DEERS information can be verified 
by contacting the TRICARE Service 
Center at Ext. 5133 or the Beneficiary 
Counseling and Assistance Coordina-
tor at Ext. 5067.  

DEERS can be updated by:
• Visiting the local uniformed ser-

vices ID facility.  The nearest can be 
located online at www.dmdc.osd.mil/
rsl;

• Calling the Defense Manpower 
Data Center Support Office at 1-800-
538-9552 (Monday-Friday from 6 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. Pacific Standard Time ex-
cept Federal holidays);

• Faxing changes to DEERS at 1-
831-655-8317;

• Mailing changes to: Defense Man-
power Data Center, Support Office, 
Attn.: COA, 400 Gigling Rd., Seaside, 
CA 93955-6771;

• Making address changes online at 
www.tricare.osd.mil/DEERSAddress

The Munitions Storage Area is closed through March 19 and only emergencies will be supported. For more info, call Ext. 8774.Munitions:

Get in the know

Visit http://www.tricare.osd.
mil/ for information about the dif-
ferent TRICARE plans, costs and 
options. Members can also find 
answers to frequently asked ques-
tions, information on the Women, 
Infants and Children’s program and 
instructions for making claims. 

selecting their own song.”
Providing background music for the sing-

ers and keeping the crowd entertained was the 
USAFE band, Direct Hit, from Sembach Air 
Base, Germany.  For many of the contestants, 
it was their first time performing with a live 
band. 

“I had never sung with a live band before, 
but the band knows what they are doing and 
are good at catching our mistakes quickly and 
showing us how to correct them,” said Airman 
1st Class Jackie Salcido, 31st Services Squad-
ron dining facility shift leader. 

Having missed out on an extra rehearsal 
due to a TDY, Airman Salcido used her years 
of vocal lessons to win third place, singing “At 
Last” by Etta James. 

Taking the second place prize of $100, Air-
man 1st Class Rosa Guzman-Yanez, 31st Se-
curtiy Forces Squadron, performed “I’m Go-
ing Down” by Mary J. Blige.

The USAFE Idol talent contest began last 
year as a way to provide active duty members 
an opportunity to display their vocal talents 
and prepare for additional talent competi-
tions. 

“The program promotes esprit de corps and 
gives Airmen a well-deserved morale boost,” 
said Mr. Davis. 

To help the contestants with on-stage pres-
ence and song selection, the USAFE enter-
tainment program provided consultants.

“The entertainment program is designed 
to help individuals at all levels and age groups 
develop their talent and skills by providing 
professional instruction, direction and the op-

Music, from page 1

Tech. Sgt. Yakeem Jones, 31st 
Fighter Wing, performs “I Believe 
I Can Fly” by Seal for the Aviano 
Idol competition at the base the-
ater Saturday night. 

Photo by Staff Sgt. Michael Holzworth

portunity to perform,” explained Mr. Davis. 
Although there could only be one Aviano 

Idol, some of the contestants who didn’t place 
didn’t let that get them down. 

“I’m here this year because I love to sing 
and, being a choir director, you don’t always 
get a chance to perform,” said Tech. Sgt. Ya-
keem Jones, 31st Fighter Wing. Performing 
“I Believe I Can Fly” by Seal, Sergeant Jones 
had a large fan base in the crowd.  “I was ex-
cited about the opportunity to sing with a 
live band and in a competition. It’s just in me 
to love music and to perform.”

 Base-level Idol contests are open to all 
active duty Air Force members assigned to 
USAFE units.  There is no screening for sing-
ing ability. The only requirement to partici-
pate is a Letter of Intent signed by the contes-
tant’s squadron commander and a completed 
application submitted by the deadline.
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Senior Airman Tamera Coleman, 
31st Security Forces Squadron,  
brings her son Anthony Javon Ray 
Coleman to visit his aunt, Senior 
Airman Shamera Coleman, 31st 
Logistics Readiness Squadron, at 
her office.

By Senior Airman 
Sarah Gregory

31st Fighter Wing Public Affairs

For people who don’t know the 
Coleman sisters, meeting them 

for the first time can be a bit of a sur-
prise. Often mistaken for one another, 
Tamera and Shamera Coleman, twin 
sisters from California, are used to 
double takes, stares and even having 
conversations with complete strangers. 
Not only are they both senior airmen 
in the Air Force, the Coleman twins are 
both stationed at Aviano.

“When I first got here, some people 
didn’t know she [Tamera] had a twin,” 
said Shamera. “I would be in the BX 
and people she knew would walk down 
one aisle, see me, and then walk down 
another aisle and see her. They couldn’t 
figure out how she moved so fast.”

While many twins try to play pranks 
on family and friends by switching 
places, the Long Beach natives didn’t 
have much luck impersonating each 
other. 

“We didn’t play tricks on our family 
and friends because they could always 
tell us apart,” said Senior Airman 
Tamera Coleman, 31st Security Forces 
Squadron armory journeyman. “Our 
personalities were totally different and, 
the more they were around us, the more 
they were able to tell which one was 
which. We did manage to switch classes 
a few times though.”

For some twins, maintaining a sense 
of uniqueness and having a mirror 
image can be difficult, but not for the 
Coleman sisters.

“Growing up, there was no problem 
with identity crisis. It didn’t matter 
if we wore the same clothes or played 
the same sport, we both knew who we 
were,” said Shamera.  “And I hate to 

Identical twins share bond, assignment

say it, but with twins you always have a 
good twin and a bad twin.  She was the 
wild one and I was the good one.”

Even though Shamera is the oldest 
by two minutes, both twins say people 
think Tamera is older because of her 
personality. 

“Shamera is more reserved then I am. 
She has the shy girl personality, while 
I am more outgoing, talkative and ag-
gressive,” said Tamera. “When we were 
little, everyone referred to me as the bad 
twin because I always got in trouble.” 

After graduating high school, Tamera 
went to California State University at 
Long Beach, while Shamera thought 
about where she wanted to go in life. 

“I knew my mom wasn’t going to 
be able to pay for college for us both at 
the same time and I wanted to travel,” 
said Shamera. “I was thinking about 
the military while she [Tamera] was 
attending college. Our grandfather was 
a Marine and he told me to go Air Force 
all the way.  He gave me all the pros and 
cons of joining and finally the pros just 
outweighed the cons.” 

For Tamera, the decision to join the 
Air Force was more of a last-minute 
choice.

“I went with Shamera to talk to the 
recruiter just for support. Well, they got 
to talking and I began asking a bunch 
of questions about the different career 
fields,” said Tamera.  “I decided to 
take the ASVAB test, too, and we both 
did well. [Shamera] picked her career 
field and I was still undecided, so the 
recruiter sat me down, showed me this 
video and sold me a dream. Now here I 
am as a security forces member.”

The two went through Basic Mili-
tary Training together, serving in the 
same flight.  They even managed to go 
through neighboring technical schools 
at the same time.  It wasn’t until they 
went to their first assignment that the 
twins were separated. As luck would 
have it, Shamera had supportive leader-
ship who worked to get the twins back 
together. 

“I was at Kunsan Air Base with a 
follow-on to Kadena Air Base, Ja-
pan, and my friend had a follow-on to 
Aviano. She had just sewn on staff and 
I had just made staff. Our superinten-
dent pulled some strings so we could get 
our bases switched,” Shamera ex-
plained. “And when I found out Tamera 
was pregnant, it made me want to come 
here even more.”

Although the twins spent almost 
two years apart, their close bond never 
wavered. 

“We know when something is wrong 
with each other, we finish each other’s 
sentences and we can sometimes sense 
when the other is in pain,” said Tamera. 
“Stranger things have happened! I re-
member when I was pregnant, I didn’t 
get morning sickness other than some 
occasional nausea. Come to find out, my 
sister got my morning sickness. 

“My mom told me Shamera was 
throwing up a lot and didn’t know why. 
I was finally able to get a hold of her 
and talk to her about it. We both laugh 
about it now and Shamera hopes the 
same thing happens to me when she 
gets pregnant.”

Through all the ups and downs of be-
ing twins, the Coleman sisters are glad 
they have each other to lean on. 

“With twins, there is always some-
one that you can talk to,” said Tamera. 
“She knows what I’ve been through and 
the things that I am currently going 
through. It’s like always having another 
one of you there able to understand 
you. We can stop talking to each other 
for a year, but when we finally meet up, 
it’s like we never stopped talking at all.” 

Or as Shamera, the quieter of the 
two said, “She’s always been my back-
bone.”

Photo by Senior Airman Sarah Gregory

Seeing double 

• Cryptophasia is when 
twins are known to have 
their own “twin language,” 
that only they understand
• Identical twins share 
100% of their DNA
• About 25 percent of iden-
tical twins are mirror twins; 
usually one is right-handed 
and the other is left-handed
• Identical twins show al-
most identical brain wave 
patterns



By Senior Airman 
Colleen Wronek
31st Fighter Wing 

Public Affairs

Aviano members may have 
noticed more activity on 

base last week due to a joint evalu-
ation conducted by NATO.

Teamed up with 48th Fighter 
Wing at RAF Lakenheath, Eng-
land, the 31st Fighter Wing re-
ceived one of the highest possible 
ratings from the inspectors.  “This 
was quite an accomplishment,” 
said Lt. Col. Stephen Pedrotty, 
31st Fighter Wing mission direc-
tor. “We met all of the objectives 
and every tasked sortie was flown 
successfully.”

The 125 NATO inspectors eval-
uated U.S. Air Forces in Europe’s 
ability to deploy the 48th Fighter 
Wing to Aviano and the two wings’ 
ability to work together in a simu-
lated combat environment.  

Lt. Col. Willem DeRoo, evalua-
tion team chief commented during 
the out brief that the wings had in-
tegrated so well into one team, it 
was difficult for the inspectors to 
tell where everyone was from.

It was the first time two wings 
were teamed in an evaluation like 
this and tasked as one team to 
launch sorties by the NATO Com-
bined Air Operations Center. “This 
created a huge challenge to ser-
vices and logistics folks to provide 
vehicles, communications gear, 
and billeting,” Colonel Pedrotty 

said. “We also had to integrate our 
command and control structures to 
ensure we could operate in a simu-
lated hostile environment.”

Aviano held four full-scale exer-
cises and numerous command and 
control exercises to prepare for the 
evaluation. Members of the 48th 
Fighter Wing travel to Aviano for 
several of the exercises. 

“The dedication, hard work and 
countless hours spent preparing 
by all personnel and the leader-
ship provided made this combined 
evaluation a success,” said Lt. Col. 
Jay DeLong, 48th Fighter Wing 
plans. 

Practice made perfect as the 
two teams blended seamlessly for 
the final evaluation.  “We were a 
unified team,” Colonel Pedrotty 
said.  “The inspectors were hard 
pressed to determine which players 
belonged to which organization.”

During the evaluation, Aviano 
provided the infrastructure, secu-
rity, fire and medical response and 
command and control. Lakenheath 
provided the aircraft, crew chiefs, 
weapons loaders, system special-
ists, mission planners and aircrew. 

“My congratulations for a tre-
mendous herculean effort on the 
evaluation,” said Brig. Gen. Rob-
ert Yates, 31st Fighter Wing com-
mander. “Air Force senior lead-
ership, including Gen. William 
Hobbins, the USAFE commander, 
all passed on their congratulations. 
I couldn’t be more proud of our 
World’s Finest Warriors.” 

Photo by Airman Nathan Doza
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Photo by Staff Sgt. Michael R. Holzworth

Aviano passes evaluation with flying colors

Tech. Sgt. Janice Faught, 31st Medical 
Operations Squadron, applies simulated 
burns to Airman 1st Class John Kaup, 
31st Fighter Wing chapel assistant, dur-
ing the local exercise here. To test self 
aid and buddy care techniques, Airman 
Kaup simulated being a burn victim in 
an accident.

Left: An RAF Laken-
heath, England, F-15 
takes flight during the 
joint evaluation last 
week. 
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Aviano passes evaluation with flying colors

Above: Mark Devroedt, Belgium Explo-
sive Ordnance Disposal NATO evaluator, 
tests Airman 1st Class Joshua Smith, 
31st Maintenance Squadron,  on what to 
do with an unexploded ordnance.

Right: Airman 1st Class Adam Morse, 
31st Maintenance Squadron,  checks his 
M-16 during the evaluation. 

Right: Master Sgt. Dwight Col-
lins, 31st Security Forces Squadron, 
searches an intruder for weapons 
during the evaluation. The evalua-
tion tested the 48th Fighter Wing and 
the 31st Fighter Wing’s capability in a 
combat environment. 

Photo by Airman Nathan Doza
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fice. Registration packages 
for new students must be 
picked up at the elementary 
school before the registra-
tion dates. 

School registration for all 
returning students in grades 
one through 12 is from 8 
a.m. to 3 p.m. March 28-29 
in the Aviano Elementary 
School gym. Parents must 
sign up for school transpor-
tation with the school bus 
office and must reapply for 
free and reduced lunches 
with the school’s officer. 

For more information call 
the following offices: Aviano 
Elementary School at Ext. 
5616; Aviano Middle School 
at Ext. 5777; Aviano High 
School at Ext. 5877; School 
Bus Office at Ext. 5152; and 
School Officer at Ext. 5261.

New Web site
The Air Force Personnel 

Center is requesting cus-
tomer feedback on its new 
searchable site. The site is 
accessbile through www.
afpc.randolph.af.mil. The 
site will officially launch 
March 15. 

WIC position
The Women, Infants and 

Children Overseas program 
has an administrative as-
sistant position available 
in June. The postition re-
quires secretarial or office 
experience or educational 
background, good commu-
nication skills and a desire 
to work with families and 
children. To apply, e-mail 
a resume and cover letter to 
edibiase@cmse.net or fax 
0434-30-4640.

Dental assistant 
Dental assistants apply 

their skills and training to 
make visits to the dentist 
productive, safe, and pleas-
ant as possible.  Sunday 
through March 11 is Den-
tal Assistant Recognition 
Week – a time to remember 
the contributions dental as-
sistants and dental labora-
tory technicians make to 
the dental profession and 
the dental health care of our 
military community.  To 
make a dental appointment, 
call Ext. 5060. 

Area One, Bldg. 168. The 
group welcomes all breast-
feeding and pregnant wom-
en. Babies and children are 
welcome at the meetings and 
snacks are provided. For 
more information call 0434 
-755-606 or 348-242-5373 or 
e-mail LLLAviano@yahoo.
com.

FTAC position
The 31st Mission Support 

Squadron is looking for a 
motivated staff sergeant or 
technical sergeant to fill the 
NCO in-charge position at 
the First Term Airmen Cen-
ter. Applications must be 
turned in to Tech. Sgt. Vic-
toriano Rodriguez by March 
17. For more information, 
call Ext. 5249 or  Ext. 5577.

Awards dinner
The Maintenance Profes-

sional of the Year awards 
banquet is at 6 p.m. March 
18 in Hangar One. Social 
hour begins at 6 p.m. and 
dinner is at 7 p.m. Tickets 
cost $25 for senior non-com-
missioned officers, $20 for 
NCOs and $18 for Airmen. 
For more information or to 
purchase tickets, call Senior 
Master Sgt. Daniel Frey at 
Ext. 8562.

Easter pageant
The Aviano Community 

Choir needs singers, actors, 
backstage hands, set build-
ers and other volunteers for 
an Easter pageant April 2-3 
in the base theater. Rehears-
als are at 3 p.m. Sundays 
and at 7 p.m. Wednesdays 
at Aviano Baptist Church, 
at the corner of Via Mazzini 
and Via Nardo in Aviano. 
Child care is available dur-
ing rehearsals and dinner is 
provided after Sunday prac-
tices. For more information, 
call Robin Watts at 348-
520-0655 or 0434-65-2278 or 
Master Sgt. Carl Schlender 
at Ext. 8652. 

School registration
School registration for 

new kindergarten and first 
grade students not already 
registered at Aviano El-
ementary School is from 8 
a.m. to 3 p.m. March 14-15 
in the elementary school of-
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Spouse briefing 
A deployed spouses brief-

ing is at 9 a.m. and 7 p.m. 
Monday at the Community 
Center in Area One. The 
briefing discusses programs 
available to spouses during 
deployments. For more in-
formation, call Ext. 4303. 

Birthday meal
People with a birthday 

in January, February or 
March invited to celebrate 
at the Buon Appetito din-
ing facility from 5:30 to 6:30 
p.m. Tuesday. The meal is 
free to all meal card hold-
ers. Interested people can 
sign up with their unit first 
sergeant. For more informa-
tion, call Ext. 5166.

Nutrition
The Women, Infants and 

Children Overseas office will 
teach how to read nutrition 
labels and make healthy food 
choices at 10 a.m. Tuesday 
in the commissary produce 
section.  For more informa-
tion, call Ext. 7473. 

Marriage workshop
The 31st Fighter Wing 

Chapel and Family Advoca-

cy offices are offering a mar-
ital relationship enhance-
ment class from 4:30 to 6:30 
p.m. Tuesday. All couples 
are invited to the free work-
shop that teaches commu-
nication skills and conflict 
techniques. For more infor-
mation, call the base chapel 
at Ext. 5211 or family advo-
cacy at Ext. 5667.

Financial aid 
A financial aid advisor 

will give a seminar the Uni-
versity of Maryland Col-
lege University at the base 
education center from 9 to 
10 a.m. Wednesday. People 
interested in attending must 
sign up in advance. For more 
information,  visit the edu-
cation center, call Ext. 5365 
or visit www.ed.umuc.edu.  

Education fair
An education fair for all 

Aviano members is from 2 to 
6 p.m. Wednesday at the La 
Bella Vista Club. For more 
information, call Ext.  5330.

La Leche League
The La Leche League 

meets at 10 a.m. Thursday  
and 6 p.m. March 23 in the 
chapel education center, 

Today, 6 p.m. - “Cheaper by the Dozen 2” Rated 
PG -  Two parents try to bring their large family together 
for a summer vacation at a rustic lake. Their retreat be-
comes cutthroat when they enter a competition against a 
family rival. Starring: Steve Martin, Bonnie Hunt

Today, 8:30 p.m. - “Glory Road” Rated PG - In-
spired by the true story of a Texas basketball team with 
the first all African-American starting lineup of players 
who won the 1966 National Collegiate Athletic Associa-
tion tournament title.  Starring: Josh Lucas, Derek Luke

Saturday, 7 p.m. - “King Kong” Rated PG-13 -  
While filming at the mysterious Skull Island, a group of 
film makers discover a giant gorilla that they take back to 
New York. Starring: Naomi Watts, Adrien Brody

Sunday, 7 p.m. - “Rumor Has It” Rated PG-13 - 
Sarah finally agrees to marry her boyfriend, but isn’t sure 
that marriage is what she wants. While her love life is con-
flicted, her career has stalled at the New York Times obit-
uary column. Starring: Jennifer Aniston, Kevin Costner

Wednesday, 7 p.m. - “Glory Road” Rated PG
Thursday, 7 p.m. - “Rumor Has It” Rated PG-13

(Titles and times are courtesy of www.aafes.com, 
and are subject to change.)
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Upcoming tours from the Informa-
tion, Tickets and Travel office include:

• Saturday – Guided Florence
• Saturday – Guided Verona
• March 11 – Guided Trieste
• March 11 – Wine and balsamic vin-

egar tasting and visit to Ferrari Factory
• March 18 – Guided Milan and Medi-

eval Bergamo
• March 18 –  Castles in Bavaria
ITT escorts ensure the group arrives 

and departs from the destination as 
scheduled and will do everything pos-
sible to make the trip safe and com-
fortable. Escorts also provide general 
information about the area. Please note 
weather conditions and dress accord-
ingly for the trip. The ITT staff recom-
mends wearing comfortable shoes be-
cause almost all tours involve walking. 

Call Ext. 5072 or 5026 for more 
information. 

Information, Tickets and Travel

A city of art and culture, Florence 
is home to Michelangelo’s David.

While traveling, don’t wear clothes that can identify you as an American such as clothing with sports teams and logos.Blend in: 

Fly Bys

Local area events
• Artistic ice skating is 

Saturday and Sunday in 
Claut, which is an hour north 
of Aviano. 

• An Italian ski champion-
ship is Wednesday through 
March 11 at Piancavallo.

• Bobsledding in Zoncol-
an, Udine, is March 10-12. 
For more information, visit 
www.promotur.org.

• A gardening fair is Sun-
day through March 13 at 
the Pordenone fairgrounds. 
For more information, visit 
www.fierapordeone.it.

Slalom
Slalom is a ski race where 

competitors zigzag through 
flags or other obstacles. A sla-
lom race is Saturday in Forni 
di Sopra, Udine, and March 
11 in Tarvisio, Udine.

Art exhibit
A Gaugin/Van Gogh ex-

hibit is in Brescia until March 
28.  Tickets should be pur-
chased in advance. For ticket 
information, call 0438-21-
306. For more information, 
visit www.lineadombra.it. 

Mosaics
Ravenna’s Mausoleum of 

Galla Placida is ornamented 
with sparkling blue and gold 
mosaics. The mausoleum is  
open from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
seven days a week and the 
cost is €7,50. The ticket office 
closes at 4:45 p.m. For more 
information about Ravenna 
and the mausoleum, visit 
www.turismo.ravenna.it.

Photo by Senior Airman Colleen Wronek

Discover the blended histories of Ferrara
By Senior Airman 
Colleen Wronek

31st Fighter Wing Public Affairs

Filled with remnants of the medieval 
and renaissance periods, Ferrara is a 

modern city combined with the past.
Among other things, Ferrara is known 

as the city of art with plenty of museums 
displaying works from the ancient to modern 
times. 

The city is very bicycle-friendly with 
nature trails near the Po River and routes 
through historical sites. The historical center 
is surrounded by a fortification wall that 
cyclists, as well as walkers, can ride above or 
alongside.

Ferrara’s narrow medieval streets will 
take you to the center of the city, which is 
home to a medieval-style fortress. There 
you will find Castle Este, which has a moat, 
drawbridge and spooky dungeons, but also 
has qualities from the renaissance period 
such as marble balconies and frescoes. Castle 
Este is open from 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., but 
the ticket office closes at 4:30 p.m. The cost 
is €6 per person and is free for children under 
11. 

Down the road from the castle is an elabo-
rate cathedral. The cathedral is filled with 
religious art from the 15th through the 17th 
century.

Also known as the city of miracles, Fer-
rara has numerous sites where miraculous 
events are said to have happened. The 
Basilica di Santa Maria in Vado has been a 
pilgrim destination for more than 800 years 
due to the appearance of Christ’s blood in the 
Eucharist. In the Santuario del Santissimo 
Crocifisso a wooden cross dispenses favors 
and water seeps through Blessed Beatrice’s 
tombstone at the Monastero di Sant’Antonio 
in Polesine. 

While walking in Ferrara, tourists can 
smell fresh bread from the nearby bakeries. 
Ferrara is famous for its bread and other 

unique foods with dishes including shellfish, 
eel, garlic, rice and pumpkin. 

Filled with life and culture, Ferrara is 
just a two-hour drive from Aviano and is an 
experience everyone should enjoy.

Photo by Senior Airman Colleen Wronek

Castle Este is surrounded by a moat, 
has several drawbridges and creepy 
dungeons. This large medieval-style 
fortress also has marble balconies 
and frescoes from the rennaissance 
period. 
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Fitlinxx updates
Aviano members who score 

a 75 percent or higher on the 
fitness test are no longer re-
quired to log workouts on 
FitLinxx. Airmen who score 
below 75 percent are still re-
quired to document workouts. 

Champions
The 31st Maintenance 

Squadron was named the Over 
30 Basketball champions Feb. 
28 with a 49 – 34 win over the 
31st Communications Squad-
ron. 

Volksmarch
The Aviano Road Runners 

are participating in a Volks-
march at 8 a.m. Sunday. The 
group leaves the Bar Muni-
cipio in Roveredo and heads to 
Cechini di Pasiano. For more 
information, call Ext. 7692 or 
7404.

Crud tournament
A crud tournament is 

scheduled for 6 p.m. March 10 
at the La Bella Vista Club. For 
more information, call Capt. 
Casey Ratliff at Ext. 8801.  

Grifoni football
Aviano Grifoni is looking 

for football players. No expe-
rience is necessary. The team 
practices at 6:30 p.m. Tues-
days and Thursdays and at 
1 p.m. Saturdays in Area D. 
For more information, e-mail 
avianogrifoni@yahoo.com.

Soccer tournament
The Italian air force com-

mand section is organizing a 
soccer tournament this spring. 
They would like to form teams 
of five or seven players com-
posed of U.S. and local nation-
als to play on the weekends. 
To sign up, call Italian air 
force Master Sgt. Gaitano Pici-
erro at Ext. 7038.

Volleyball
The Dragon Fitness Cen-

ter is accepting applications 
for volleyball players to par-
ticipate in the 2006 Volleyball 
Championships at Ramstein 
Air Base, Germany, March 21-
24. For more information, call 
Ext. 7574. 
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By Senior Airman 
Sarah Gregory
31st Fighter Wing 

Public Affairs

If the thought of a calm, 
quiet lake and the thrill 

of the catch reels you in, then 
Team Aviano Bass Busters 
might be just the group for 
you.   

Aviano Bass Busters, 
which has been fishing in the 
Veneto region for the past 20 
years, is made up of military 
members, dependents and 
locals.  

“As long as they like 
spending time outdoors, the 
sport of fishing, and are will-
ing to come to meetings, we 
don’t exclude anyone from the 
group,” said Gary Detienne, 
Team Aviano Bass Busters 
president. 

Although the group does 
compete in fishing tourna-
ments, leisure fishers are also 
welcome to join the club. 

“There are different levels 
of competitiveness within the 
group,” said Detienne. “Some 
of the group members don’t 
care if they catch anything at 
all and some people, you just 
know they’re going to come in 
with a big fish.”

In Italy, a person can get 
a fishing license at age 15, so 
Bass Busters has separate 
rules for junior members.

“We allow people to join 
the group as soon as they are 
eligible for an Italian fishing 
license but they don’t compete 
in tournaments,” explained 
Detienne. “Junior members 

Getting hooked on fishing

have lower dues, which go 
toward their gift such as a tro-
phy and a dinner at the end of 
the season.”

Dues for the group are 
$25 per year and members 
pay $22 per one-day tourna-
ment.  Of the tournament 
fees, $20 goes toward the 
cash prize and $2 for a group 
dinner after the last tourna-
ment. There is also a $5 fee for 
anyone competing in the big 
fish bracket. 

As the name of the group 
suggests, Bass Busters strictly 
fish Black Bass, which is 
found in the lakes of the 
Veneto region, just south of 
here. 

“There are no bass in the 
Friuli region – only trout 
fishing is done here,” said 
Detienne.  “There are a lot of 
confusing regulations govern-
ing trout fishing, so we stick 
to bass.”

While Bass Busters 
is about having fun and 
enjoying nature, they do act 
responsibly when it comes to 
taking care of the environ-
ment. 

“We don’t have a mis-
sion statement but our main 
goal is to not only enjoy this 
wonderful sport and nature, 
but to take care of it as well 
so generations to come can 
come out and enjoy what 
we are enjoying now,” said 
Joseph Morrell, weight master 
for the group. 

Strictly a catch-and-release 
fishing group, Bass Busters 
has particular guidelines for 
the types of equipment used 
in tournaments.

“The measures we take to 

protect the fish are extreme,” 
said Detienne. “Fishers are 
required to have live wells or 
coolers with aerators so the 
fish are constantly getting 
oxygen. We do everything we 
can to keep the fish alive so 
when they are released they 
can reproduce and carry on.”

If a member doesn’t take 
care of the fish they catch, 
Bass Busters has the right to 
penalize that person. 

“We take looking after the 
fish very seriously. All fish 
must be alive when weighed 
in,” said Detienne.  “If we find 
out a fish has been mistreated, 
a person can get docked pound 
points at a weigh-in or be 
banned from fishing with us.” 

Blending good times with 
environmental awareness, 
Bass Busters offers its mem-
bers a chance to make friends, 
strengthen skills and stay 
competitive for larger tourna-
ments in the U.S. 

“I joined because I have 
been fishing all my life and 
the group offers a chance to 
get out and enjoy the great 
outdoors.  Since the first time 
I went I haven’t stopped,” 
said Morrell. “Competitive or 
recreational fishing doesn’t 
matter; this group is geared 
toward people who just love 
the outdoors and who love  
fishing.” 

The next Bass Busters 
meeting is at 7:30 p.m. Thurs-
day at the Western House in 
Aviano and a tournament is 
scheduled for March 11.  For 
more information on Bass 
Busters, e-mail Gary Detienne 
at detienne5@yahoo.com or  at 
gary.detienne@aviano.af.mil.  

Aviano Bass Busters fish for Black Bass on the 
lakes in the Veneto region. 
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Fancy equipment isn’t 
needed to fish with the 
Aviano Bass Busters. 
“Members should have 
the basics with at least 
two rods and reels,” 
said Gary Detienne. 

Courtesy photo



Recognizing The World’s Finest

The Cornerstone Page 
is devoted to those 
who support junior 
enlisted, NCOs, CGOs 
and spouses. It’s to 
share advice, ideas and 
opinions dealing with 
life in the Air Force 
and Aviano. It’s also 
a forum to recognize 
those around us. The 
Cornerstone Page will 
also offer Air Force 
trivia and facts.

Submission info: We 
want to hear from 
you. Flex your writing 
talents and share your 
thoughts with us and 
the community. 

Commentaries: Writers 
can send commentar-
ies to vigileer@aviano.
af.mil. Commentaries 
must be 500 to 700 
words.  Topics must 
be applicable to the 
Air Force, Aviano and 
appeal to the general 
public. For questions 
or concerns, call the 
Vigileer at Ext. 7344.

Kudos: Aviano mem-
bers can send con-
gratulatory messages 
to Vigileer@aviano.
af.mil. Messages can 
be submitted for ap-
preciation, retire-
ments, awards, good 
service, promotions 
and graduations. For 
questions or concerns, 
call the Vigileer at 
Ext. 7344.

Deadline: The dead-
line for submitting 
information is close of 
business Thursday one 
week prior to publica-
tion. Faxed articles 
will not be accepted 
by the staff. The pub-
lic affairs office is in 
Bldg. 1360, Room 19. 

The Cornerstone
An indispensable and fundamental basis

From the Cornerstone: A Word From Those Who Lead

• I would like to say kudos to James Ketchum, 31st Fighter Wing legal office.  He’s the wing tax 
representative and he squeezed me in on very short notice. He did a wonderful, professional job 
for me and I’d like to thank him very much.  - Senior Master Sgt. James Clark, 31st Civil Engineer 
Squadron

• Congratulations to the members of the 31st Operations Support Squadron, 555th Fighter 
Squadron and the 510th Fighter Squadron who helped the 31st Fighter Wing receive the 2005 U.S. 
Air Forces in Europe Outstanding Aviation Resource Management Team of the Year award and 
the 2005 USAFE Outstanding Aviation Resource Management Team of the Year award. 

• Congratulations to the 31st Security Forces Squadron for receiving the 2005 U.S. Air Forces in 
Europe Outstanding Security Forces Unit Award for an active duty large security forces unit. 

• Congratulations to Lt. Col. Glenn Quanbeck, 31st Contracting Squadron, for receiving the 
2005 U.S. Air Forces in Europe Outstanding contracting officer award and to 1st Lt. Robert Gra-
nado, 31st CONS, for receiving the special recognition award during the 2005 Annual U.S. Air 
Forces in Europe Contracting awards. 

• Congratulations to the following award winners of NCO Academy Class 2006-02: Tech. Sgt. 
Valerie Pugh, 31st Maintenance Squadron was named distinguished graduate and commandant 
award winner. The following were also named distinguished graduates: Tech. Sgts.  Matthew 
Fisher, 31st MXS, Patrick Connor, 31st MXS, and Amado Garcia, 31st Maintenance Operations 
Squadron. 
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Protect Airmen, identify motorcycle riders
By Tech. Sgt. James Womack

88th Air Base Wing Safety

WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE 
BASE, Ohio – It seems like every 

time you see a safety article, the focus is on 
the motorcycle rider. However, commanders 
and supervisors also have significant respon-
sibilities for motorcycle safety and accident 
prevention.

I often find that commanders and supervi-
sors didn’t know an injured party was a rider 
or simply assumed the rider knew the rules. 

Too many Air Force people die on mo-
torcycles: 15 died in fiscal year 2005 and five 
more have died since the start of fiscal year 
2006. The common factors in these fatalities 
are judgment and speed. Males age 18 to 26 
are most at risk of an accident. 

I recently investigated an accident that 
resulted in injuries to the rider. Many knew 
the person was a rider and assumed he’d been 
trained. Unfortunately, he hadn’t been trained 
and didn’t understand his responsibilities. He 
said he believed he only needed training to 
ride on base. 

Commanders and supervisors can and must 
contribute to motorcycle accident prevention. 
Communication and proper training prevents 
unnecessary accidents and mitigates the se-
verity of those that do occur.

Mentoring is a powerful tool available to 
commanders, supervisors and riders as you 
strive to prevent motorcycle accidents. 

Don’t assume your people are riding safely 
and are in compliance with Air Force regula-
tions. Identify your riders and point them to-
ward safer riding. 


